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A ‘nowhere’ railroad that really pays off —. 
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By John Serfustin 
Deseret News Correspondent 


= HEBER CITY — Some 
people call the Heber Creeper 
Sa railroad that doesn’t go 
Anywhere.” They are partly 
gisht. 
= The Heber City-based 
steam locomotives puff and 
chug their way through the 
pastoral setting of Provo 
“Canyon only to return their 
passengers to Heber, where 
„ie trip began several hours 
zgarlier. 
© But for Creeper president 
Foye Ashton and general 
=manager Rey Arnold, the 
"business of taking people 
qiowhere is taking the com- 
spany’s gross sales some- 
awhere: up. 
= The duo projects an annual 
otal of $1 million in sales by 
31976, when the company 
= 


D 


starts year-round operations. 
They also say they expect to 
pay $250,000 a year to 125 
employes. 


That much money and that 
many jobs are bound to affect 
the small communities of 
Wasatch County, whose total 
population is only 6,500. The 
railroad men say the effects 
will be far reaching and 
positive. 

Ashton claims the 
Creeper’s predicted success 
is only part of the local tourist 
industries’ long-range goal of 
“the development of the re- 
creation potential of Heber 
Valley.” It will transform 
Heber Valley into a tourist 
“destination point.” 


This development will shift 
the economic base of the 
county from agriculture to 
tourism, he said. 


Mr. Ashton 


“Railroad Rey” Arnold — 
a company man complete 
with “Heber Creeper” belt 
knuckle — said the shift will 
be a long — overdue stimulus 
for the area’s sagging season- 
al economy. 


The Creeper’s expanded 
work force, taken, with its 
spinoff benefits for local re- 
sorts and retailers, should 


ease local unemployment, 
Arnold said. 

Unemployment in Wasatch 
and Summit counties now 
hovers around 16 percent, 
according to latest Employ- 
ment Security statistics. 

By exploiting the area’s - 
tourist potential in winter as 
well as summer, Arnold said, 
the Creeper and other tourist 
attractions can overcome the 
roller coaster unemployment 
curve which rises in winter 
and dives in summer. 


“We saw the success the 
Chamber of Commerce had 
with its dog sled and snow- 
mobile races,” Arnold said, 
“and we decided to stretch 
our legs a bit for winter 
trade.” 


The largest part of this “‘leg 


stretching” will come when ( 
the Creeper begins to oe 


“package tours” lasting two 
or three days. Vacationers 
can then visit every attrac- 
tion in the valley and stay for 
several days and nights, in- 
stead of coming for a day trip 
or a single night stay. 

By going into winter sports 
as well as “dinner on the 
diner,” he said. 


The Creeper began 
broadening its food service 
base to support winter opera- 
tions May 1 when it leased 
two restaurants south of 
Heber City and took control 
of its own previously leased 
food services. 


Profits from the restaur- 
ants will pay for winterizing 
the plant. Snowplows will 
replace cow catchers on the 
locomotives, and the depot 


and passenger cars will be | 
heated. 


When people begin to make 
year-round high wages at the 
Creeper and other resorts, it 
will offset the trend toward 
“bedroom communities” in | 
Heber Valley, Ashton main- 
tains. 


“People who live in the 
county shouldn't have to | 
cross the mountains into Salt 
Lake or Provo every day to 
make a decent living,” Ar- 
nold adds. 


The growth of the tourist 
industry has upset some long- 
time valley residents. They 
fear the trend may damage 
the rural lifestyle here. Ash- 
ton and Arnold are quick to 
deny this. 
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